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An Analytical Study Of The Shrine System, Spiritual Authority, And Sexual Exploitation In
Asghar Nadeem Syed’s Novel Tooti Hui Tanab Udhar

This study critically examines the representation of the shrine system, spiritual authority, and sexual
exploitation in Asghar Nadeem Syed's novel Tooti Hui Tanab Udhar. Set against the historical and
cultural landscape of Multan, the novel reconstructs the evolution of shrine culture alongside the social
realities of power, politics, and gender. The study argues that the novel does not merely portray individual
moral failures but exposes a broader structure in which hereditary spiritual authority, symbolic prestige,
and political influence converge to normalize the exploitation of women. Through the characters of
Makhdoom Qurban Ali Shah, Shehr Bano, Jamal Zadi, and Moni Shah, the narrative reveals how
religious sanctity is transformed into an instrument of patriarchal domination, reducing women to objects
of control, exchange, and sexual gratification. The parallel narration of shrines and brothels further
demonstrates that both institutions are interconnected through similar mechanisms of power, hierarchy,
and gendered exploitation. Employing qualitative textual analysis, the study draws upon the theoretical
perspectives of Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu, Sylvia Federici, and Gayle Rubin to interpret the
relationship between symbolic power, patriarchy, and the political economy of sexuality. It concludes that
Tooti Hui Tanab Udhar presents a profound critique of the degeneration of spiritual institutions,
illustrating how the misuse of religious authority ultimately destroys ethical values, social trust, and the
sanctity of human relationships. The novel thus emerges as a significant contribution to contemporary
Urdu fiction by exposing the complex intersections of spirituality, authority, and sexual exploitation
within South Asian society.
Keywords: Asghar Nadeem Syed, Tooti Hui Tanab Idhar, Shrine System, Spiritual Authority, Sexual
Exploitation, Patriarchy, Symbolic Power.
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